Summary of H.R. 67
Veterans Outreach Improvement Act of 2007
Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the outreach activities of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.
Mr. McIntyre introduced H.R. 67 on January 4, 2007.

H.R. 67, as amended, would:

1. Require the Secretary to establish, and annually review, a plan to coordinate outreach activities within the Department; specifically among the Office of the Secretary, Office of Public Affairs, Veterans Health Administration, Veterans Benefit Administration, and National Cemetery Administration.  

2. Establish a program for the Secretary to provide assistance to States for outreach to veterans and their families in order to inform them about benefits and programs for which they are eligible, and to assist them in applying for these benefits and programs.

3. Require the Secretary to direct assistance to areas with the large and growing veterans populations.

4. Authorize the Secretary to enter into cooperative relationships with State veterans agencies to improve outreach to veterans.

5. Establish a grant program for the Secretary to provide to States for outreach activities, cooperative relationships and to develop benefit claims.

a. Allow State veterans agencies to award a portion of grants to local governments for outreach purposes.

b. Prohibit any portion of the grant to be used by the State for administrative purposes.

c. Limit the use of the Grants to States to less than 50 percent of the cost of State and local government outreach activities, and prohibits grant funds from supplanting existing state and local funds for such activities.  Requires the Secretary to allocate grants based on veteran populations.

d. Allow for grants to be used to establish a local government veterans service program.  Allows State veterans agencies to perform outreach activities in a local government’s jurisdiction if that local veterans service agency elects not to participate in this grant program.  If State’s veterans agencies and local government veterans service programs elect not to participate, the Secretary is allowed to allocate grants to other State and local programs that do choose to participate.

e. Allow for funding from grants to be used for education and training for State and local government employees for accreditation to provide outreach services.

f. Definition of State veterans agency – the element of the government of a State that has responsibility for programs and activities of that State government relating to veterans benefits.

g. Allow the Secretary to develop and provide the grant recipient written guidance on annual outcome measures, Department policies, and procedures for applying for grants.
6. Establish a separate account in the Department’s budget for this outreach program.
7. Authorize appropriations of $25,000,000 annually for Fiscal Years 2008, 2009, and 2010.
Effective Date:  Date of Enactment.

Cost:  
CBO estimates the cost to be $25 million for FY 2008, $25 million  for FY 2009, and $25 million for FY 2010.
Legislative History:

Apr. 17, 2007: 
Legislative hearing held by the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.  
May 8, 2007:
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs Markup.

May 15, 2007:
Ordered reported (amended) by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.
May 23, 2007:
Passed the House by the Yeas and Nays: 421-0 (Roll No. 410)

