
Summary of H.R. 6221, as amended
Improving Veterans’ Opportunities in Education and Business Act
Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to include in each contract the Secretary enters for the acquisition of goods and services a provision that requires the contractee to comply with the contracting goals and preferences for small business concerns owned or controlled by veterans, and for other purposes.
Mr. Boozman introduced H.R. 6221 on June 10, 2008.

H.R. 6221, as amended, would:

1. Close a loophole in the disabled veteran-owned small business provisions that we applied to VA in Public Law 109-461.  VA has an agreement with the Army in which the Army will act as VA’s contracting agent for construction projects, which is perfectly acceptable except that VA has stated that the small business provisions of P.L 109-461 do not apply to VA’s agents.  This provision extends the disabled veteran small business contracting provisions in P.L. 109-461 to cover VA’s agents.

2. Add the provisions that would authorize $10 million for VA to conduct a five-year pilot program to expand the veterans’ campus work study program.  The work-study positions referred to in subsection may include positions in academic departments (including positions as tutors or research, teaching, and lab assistants) and in student services (including positions in career centers and financial aid, campus orientation, cashiers, admissions, records, and registration offices).

3. Authorize $60 million for the next ten years to fund the Service Members’ Occupational Conversion and Training Act, commonly called SMOCTA, an early 90’s training program for those leaving military service with few or no job skills transferable to the civilian market place.  

Effective Date:  Date of enactment

Cost:
CBO estimates that implementing the bill would cost $314 million over the 2009-2013 period, assuming appropriation of the estimated amounts.  
Legislative History:

Jun. 26, 2008:
Ordered reported to the Full Committee by the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity.  
Jul. 16, 2008:

Ordered reported, as amended, by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  (Includes H.R. 6224, H.R. 6272)
Jul. 29, 2008:
Reported, as amended, H. Rept. 110-785.
Jul. 31, 2008:
Passed the House, as amended, by voice vote.
